Lesson Plan: How Did One, Inc. v. Olesen Expand Freedom of Speech?

Inquiry Question: How did One, Inc. v. Olesen expand freedom of speech?
Author: Miguel Covarrubias, LAUSD

HSS Standards 11.9 and 12.10
HSS Framework, 11th Grade, P. 411; 12th Grade, p. 454
History Social Science Content Standards
11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.
12.10 Students formulate questions about and defend their analyses of tensions within our
constitutional democracy and the importance of maintaining a balance between the following
concepts: majority rule and individual rights; liberty and equality; state and national authority in
a federal system; civil disobedience and the rule of law; freedom of the press and the right to a
fair trial; the relationship of religion and government.
History Social Science Framework
Chapter 16, Page 411
A systematic investigation, interrogation, and firing of thousands of suspected gay men and
lesbians from federal government positions extended into surveillance and persecution of
suspected lesbians and gay men in state and local government, education, and private
industry. Students can debate whether such actions served national security and public
interests and consider how the Lavender Scare shaped attitudes and policies related to
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people from the 1950s to the present.
Chapter 17, Page 454
Topics for discussion may include…discrimination against members of the LGBT
community.
CCSS Standards
Reading, Grades 6-12
RH 1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources,
connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
RH 2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
RH 7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and
media in order to address a question or solve a problem.
RH 9: Integrate information from diverse information from diverse sources, both primary and
secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among
sources.
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CCSS Standards:
Writing, Grades 6-12
WH1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. b. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying, the most relevant data and evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a
discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values,
and possible biases.
WH4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 9. Draw evidence from informational texts to
support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS Standards:
Speaking and Listening, Grades 6-12
SL1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, ingroups, and teacher-led with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts and issues,
building on others ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Overview of Lesson
◼ Students will learn how One, Inc. v. Olesen expanded freedom of speech for the
LGBTQ community.
◼ Students will experience strategies that will help them analyze primary sources.
◼ Students will examine and use literacy strategies that will help them access primary
sources.
◼ Students will engage in close reading and text-based discussions in various settings
including in pairs/groups and as a classroom.
◼ Students will generate at least one writing task that is Common Core based.
Teacher and Student Resources
● Teacher Slides for this Lesson.
● Poem: Part 1; Part 2
● Video: How Florida legally terrorized gay students
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbTBehjdlc0
● Advertisement. “Foreign Books and Magazines that Will Interest You.”
● ‘Sappho Remembered’ ‘Lord Samuel and Lord Montagu’
An advertisement for The Circle
o https://digitallibrary.usc.edu/Archive/ONE-magazine-2-8--1954-10--2A3BF1O3HB
MOH?Flat=1#/SearchResult&VBID=2A3BXZ9RNBT9&PN=1&WS=SearchResult
s
● How 1950s LGBTQ Found Hope and Community in a Pioneering L.A. Magazine
o https://www.kcet.org/shows/lost-la/how-1950s-lgbtq-found-hope-and-community-i
n-a-pioneering-l-a-magazine
● One, Inc. v. Olesen Decision
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Vocabulary
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Johns Committee
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM)
Executive Order 10450
Lavender Scare.
Mattachine Society
One Magazine
Comstock Laws
Cruising
Roth v. United States

Procedures
1. The teacher will show the following video: How Florida legally terrorized gay
students. After the video students will participate in a Stand-Up Hand Up-Pair Up.
Students will stand up, put heir hands up, and quickly find a partner across the room
and discuss the following question: How did the Johns Committee terrorize LGBTQ
persons?
2. The teacher will present the following information about how LGBTQ persons were
viewed and treated in the 1950’s by placing this information in a series of slides and
doing a Short Lecture.
Slide Script:
Slide 4
The dominant perception of homosexuality in the 1950s was that it was a disease.
In 1952 the American Psychiatric Association published the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders for the first time. It included homosexuality as
a mental disease.
Most employers and government agencies barred homosexuals with morality
clauses and they were widely considered to be security risks. In daily language they
were often defined as "deviants", "perverts", or "inverts" and “pedophiles.”
Slide 5
President Dwight Eisenhower's Executive Order 10450 barred gay and lesbian
Americans from being employed by the federal government.
With the excuse that a federal employee could be blackmailed because of their
sexuality, the federal government targeted gays and lesbians in what became known
as the Lavender Scare.
This fear that gay men and lesbians could be blackmailed into revealing state
secrets resulted in a systematic campaign to identify and remove all government
employees suspected of homosexuality.
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Slide 6
In Los Angeles, the LAPD went after the gay community with a vice squad, which
used a large number of undercover officers who posed as gay men for purposes of
entrapment.
Once caught in these stings most gay men did not go to court if they could avoid it.
Defending the charges in these stings would have nearly always led to loss of
employment, and potentially other scandals.
The most common outcome was to make a plea bargain for a lesser charge in the
hopes of paying a fine. In this manner, the vice squad harassment became a
recurring shakedown of the gay community, and it continued until well after the
1950s.
Many of those who were convicted of crimes became registered sex offenders.
Many lost their jobs or otherwise had their lives ruined. Such was the price of being
a gay man in the 1950s
3. The teacher will provide background information about the Mattachine Society and
the One Magazine. Students will read the following article: How 1950s LGBTQ
Found Hope and Community in a Pioneering L.A. Magazine. The students will
engage in a reading strategy called Say Something. Students will choose a partner
and read silently and simultaneously to designated stopping points. They will choose
the stopping points before they begin reading. When each partner is ready, they will
stop and “say something.” The something might be a question, a brief summary, a
key point, an interesting idea or a personal connection. The process will continue
until the article is fully read. Once the activity is over, the teacher will engage
students in a Whole Class Discussion on the following question: How did the One
magazine support the LGBTQ community?
4. The teacher in a Short Lecture will review the Comstock laws and explain how the
federal government used them to crackdown on the One magazine.
Slide Script:
Slide 9
The Comstock laws were named after their chief proponent, US Postal Inspector
and anti-vice activist Anthony Comstock. Comstock received a commission from the
Postmaster General to serve as a special agent for the U.S. Post Office Department.
A section of this Act criminalized any use of the U.S. Postal Service to send any of
the following items: obscenity, contraceptives, abortifacients, sex toys, personal
letters with any sexual content or information, or any information regarding the
above items.
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Slide 10
ONE, Inc. founded by the Mattachine Society, published the magazine ONE: The
Homosexual Magazine beginning in 1953.
After a campaign of harassment from the U.S. Post Office Department and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Los Angeles Postmaster Otto Olesen declared the
October 1954 issue "obscene, lewd, lascivious and filthy" and therefore unmailable
under the Comstock laws.
In that issue, the Post Office objected to "Sappho Remembered", a short story "Lord
Samuel and Lord Montagu", a poem and an advertisement for The Circle, a
magazine containing homosexual pulp romance stories.
Slide 11
Obscene: something that is shocking to a person's sense of what is moral or decent.
Lewd: involving or being sexual conduct that is considered indecent or offensive
Lascivious: filled with or showing sexual desire
Filthy: very dirty or foul; nasty.
5. The teacher will read "Sappho Remembered" with the class and ask the students to
discuss the following question in a Think-Pair-Share: What might people in your
community find objectionable in ‘Sappho Remembered?’ The teacher will then place
students in pairs. One student will analyze the poem "Lord Samuel and Lord
Montagu” and the other student will analyze an advertisement for The Circle.
Students will look for content that might be considered objectionable to a 1950’s
audience. Specifically for any content that might be considered to be ‘obscene, lewd,
lascivious and filthy.’ Once the task is complete students discuss what they think a
1950’s audience would consider "obscene, lewd, lascivious and filthy” about the ad
and the poem. After students have shared in pairs, the teacher will have students
share their findings. The teacher will have a Whole Class Discussion with students
regarding the following question: What contents in the One magazine would a typical
person in the 1950’s consider ‘obscene, lewd, lascivious and filthy?’ In that issue,
the Post Office objected to ‘Sappho Remembered’, a story of a lesbian who falls in
love with a young woman who leaves her boyfriend to live with her because it was
"lustfully stimulating to the average homosexual reader"; ‘Lord Samuel and Lord
Montagu’, a poem about homosexual cruising that was said to contain "filthy words";
and an advertisement for The Circle, a magazine containing homosexual romance
stories, that was said to direct the reader to other obscene material.
6. Students will participate in a Quick Write on the following question: What role did
homophobia play in how the contents of the One magazine were viewed? Quick
Writes involve students writing rapidly and without stopping in response to a prompt
or open-ended question. Students will write for 5 minutes. They will hang their quick
writes all over the room Students will then participate in a Gallery Walk. Students
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will read other students’ quick writes. The teacher will give each student a post-it,
prior to the beginning of the Gallery Walk, so they can comment on another student’s
quick write. Students can make a comment or ask a question on the post-it. When
they are ready they can attach the post-it on another students’ quick write. At the
end of the gallery walk, students will retrieve their papers and read other people’s
thoughts on their responses. The teacher can have a few students share out.
7. The teacher will have students look at the decision in One, Inc. v. Olesen and ask
the following question: What do you notice about the resolution of the case?
Slide 17
The decision, citing its June 24, 1957, landmark decision in Roth v. United States
354 U.S. 476 (1957), read in its entirety:
241 F.2d 772, reversed.
Eric Julber for petitioner.
Solicitor General Rankin, Acting Assistant Attorney General
Leonard and Samuel D. Slade for respondent.
PER CURIAM.
The petition for writ of certiorari is granted and the judgment of
the United States
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit is reversed. Roth v. United States, 354 U.S.
476.
8. The teacher will explain Roth v. United States.
Slide 18
Roth operated a book-selling business in New York and was convicted of mailing
obscene circulars and an obscene book in violation of a federal obscenity statute.
Slide 19
In a 6-to-3, the Court held that obscenity was not "within the area of constitutionally
protected speech or press." The Court noted that the First Amendment was not
intended to protect every utterance or form of expression, such as materials that
were "utterly without redeeming social importance."
The Court held that the test to determine obscenity was "whether to the average
person, applying contemporary community standards, the dominant theme of the
material taken as a whole appeals to prurient interest." The Court held that such a
definition of obscenity gave sufficient fair warning and satisfied the demands of Due
Process.
9. The teacher will have students write a structured response to the following question:
How did One, Inc. v. Olesen expand freedom of speech? In their response
students will explain what One, Inc. v. Olesen was about and also how the case
expanded freedom of speech.
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10. Students will have a Whole Class Discussion on the inquiry question of the
lesson: How did One, Inc. v. Olesen expand freedom of speech? The teacher will
end class with the slide below.
Slide 22
One, Inc. v. Olesen was the first U.S. Supreme Court ruling to deal with
homosexuality and the first to address free speech rights with respect to
homosexuality.
In its next issue, ONE told its readers: "For the first time in American publishing
history, a decision binding on every court now stands. ... affirming in effect that it is in
no way proper to describe a love affair between two homosexuals as constituting
obscenity.
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